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Suppose you think it is time to let your users use your application. You need to distribute 
your application to your users, in CD-ROM or over the Internet. If it is the former, your 
users will receive your application and you need to do a full release. If your users already 
have your application, and you just want to send updates to your users, you may want to 
do a delta release. In this lesson, we will do both full and delta releases. 
 
8.1. Full release 
 
Open “Distribution” menu, choose “Full release”. 
 

 
 

A dialogue box appears to give you some options: 
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If you uncheck the options, it will save you some disk space. Since we are doing a full 
release, usually we check all the options to include all files. But if you know your 
customers’ computers already have these files by a previous full release, then you may 
choose to uncheck these options. 
 
If you check “Limnor setup files”, make sure the folder is pointing to the Limnor setup 
files. It is the Setup folder on the Limnor CD-ROM. The folder contains the following 
files: 
 

 
 
8.1.1. Run from CD-ROM 
 
Click the Next button, and it will let you specify the folder to save the distribution files 
in: 
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The folder should be a new empty folder for Limnor to collect all distribution files for 
you. Later, you will copy all the files in that folder to the CD writer, and burn a CD-ROM 
for your application. 
 
You can check the “Run from CD” option if you want your application to run directly 
from your distribution CD-ROM. With this option, your user inserts your distribution 
CD-ROM into a CD drive and your application will automatically start running. Since 
your application will run directly from the CD-ROM, all the application files will not be 
compressed. It will not install your application to the user’s hard drive. 
 
Click the Next button, and it shows all your selections for you to verify: 
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If you change your mind, you can click the Back button to change your selections. If you 
are satisfied with your selections, click the Start button. Limnor will start collecting 
distribution files for you. If your application uses Microsoft Access databases, all such 
databases will be listed for you to choose which ones to be included in your distribution: 
 

 
 
If you want to include a database, check it. If you do not want to include it, uncheck it. 
 
Click the Start button after you have made your choices. 
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When it is done, a dialogue box appears for you to check distribution size. Click the 
“Calculate folder size” button, and it will tell you the folder size so that you can 
determine if it will fit onto one CD. 
 

 
 
By now the distribution files are all collected in the distribution folder: 
 

 
 
If you are using Windows XP, you can select all the distribution files and folders, and 
drop them into your CD-RW Drive: 
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Once you drop all the files into the CD-RW Drive, right-click the drive and choose 
“Write these files to CD”: 
 

 
 
Now you just made a distribution CD-ROM for your application. You can test it and send 
it to your customer or for mass duplication and distribution. 
 
8.1.2. Install to hard drive 
 
If you do not want your application to run from the distribution CD-ROM directly, but to 
install it to the user’s hard drive, then you can uncheck the “Run from CD” option: 
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Click the Next button. Note that the “Run from CD” option is unchecked. 
 

 
 
Click the Start button. The distribution files are collected and compressed. 
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As we did before, we can write these files to a blank CD-ROM. When your user inserts 
this CD to a CD drive, it will automatically start installing your application to the user’s 
hard drive. 
 
8.2. Delta release 
 

 
 
8.2.1. Manage Delta releases 
 
Once your customers have installed your application to their hard drives, and you keep 
modifying and developing your application, you may want to send new updates to your 
customers via the Delta release process. In Limnor, this is an automated process. Limnor 
will remember which files you changed or added. Every time you do a delta release, 
Limnor compresses all new and modified files into one file. Your application on the 
customer sites can load this file and automatically update itself. 
 
Open “Distribution” menu, choose “Delta release”. 
 

 
 
Delta release management window comes up: 
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“Add”, “Rename”, and “Delete” buttons are for managing delta releases. You can create 
many delta releases, and each release is independent of each other. Why would you want 
more than one delta release? Suppose your application is installed in 10 kiosks, and you 
want to update 5 kiosks every week, and update the other 5 kiosks every month. It this 
case, it is best to create two delta releases. You use one delta release to update 5 kiosks 
every week, and use the other delta release to update the other 5 kiosks every month. 
 
Let’s practice it. Use “Rename” button to rename “Default” delta release to “Weekly”. 
Use “Add” button to add a new delta release named “Monthly”: 
 

 
 
8.2.2. Setup distribution method 
 
Each delta release can have its own distribution method. Limnor supports 4 distribution 
methods: 
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If you choose “Manual distribution”, you are responsible for delivering the release file to 
your customers (destination computers).  
 
If your development computer and the destination computers are connected by Local 
Area Network, you can choose “By LAN” as the distribution method: 
 

 
 
Using this method, you need to have a shared folder which can be accessed by both your 
development computer and the destination computers. Your development computer needs 
write-permission to that folder, and the destination computers need read-permission to 
that folder. 
 
If you choose “By FTP” as the distribution method, you need to specify the FTP host 
name and user account: 
 

 
 
If you choose “By email”, you need to specify your SMTP mail server, and sender and 
receiver email addresses. Each receiver email address represents one destination 
computer. 
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Once you have selected the delta release name and specified the distribution method, 
click the Next button. It will let you specify where you want to save the delta release 
files. 
 

 
 

Click  button to specify the folder for saving the delta release files. 
 
Click “Make a new distribution button”. Limnor will start collecting new and changed 
files and compressing these files into one single distribution file. When it done, the file is 
listed under Existing distributions: 
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Under the working folder, you can see the delta release file Limnor created for you: 
 

 
 
If your distribution method is not “Manual distribution”, “Send out selected distribution” 
button will be enabled. Click this button to deliver the distribution file to destination 
computers. If you selected “By LAN”, the following dialogue box appears: 
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Click the Send button, and the distribution file will be copied to the shared folder you 
specified before. All release job is done by now. Your application on the destination 
computers will automatically pick up this distribution file and apply the updates. 
Once the distribution file is sent, Limnor moves it to a Backup folder under your working 
folder: 
 

 
 
If you want to re-send the distribution file, you can move the file out of the Backup folder 
to the working folder. 
 
If you choose to use “By FTP” as the distribution method, the distribution file will be 
sent to the FTP server you specified before. The destination computers will automatically 
download the file from the FTP server and apply the new changes. 
 
If you choose to use “By email” as the distribution method, the distribution file will be 
sent to the email addresses you specified before. The destination computers will 
automatically receive the file as email attachment and apply the new changes. 
 
8.2.3. Setup update schedule 
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In the last section, we kept saying that the destination computers will automatically 
receive the delta releases and apply the updates. Well, you need to set it up to make it 
happen. Let’s do it now.  
 
Suppose the destination computer is a kiosk. While your application is running, press F2. 
It will ask you to log on: 
 

 
 
Once you log on, you can set many runtime settings. Here we want to set “Update 
schedule”. 
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Click the “Update schedule” button. You can set the schedule to automatically download 
and apply updates. 
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First, you need to set the delta release name. The name must match one of the delta 
release names you set on the development machine sending out the delta releases. 
Next, you need to specify a folder to save the delta release files (distribution files). If you 
are using manual distribution, you need to manually copy the distribution files to this 
folder. If you use other distribution methods, Limnor will automatically deliver the 
distribution files to this folder. 
 
You need to setup the receiving method to match the distribution method you set on the 
sending computer. If it is “By LAN”, the LAN folder must be the same as the sending 
computer. If you use “By email”, you need to setup mail server account (POP3 server). 
The mail account (email address) must match one of the recipient email addresses set on 
the sending computer. 
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If you use “By FTP”, you must set the FTP Host to the same FTP Host as set on the 
sending computer. Usually you can use the same FTP user account as the sending 
computer is using because this way, you know it will connect to the same FTP folder. 
 

 
 
Now let’s setup Receiving schedule so that this kiosk will automatically download delta 
releases and update itself. You can set it to check and download delta releases once a day: 
 

 
 
Or you can set it to check and download delta releases once an hour: 
 

 
 
You need to check the “Start” option to enable the receiving schedule. 
 
If you want to check and download delta releases right way, you can click the “Receive 
now” button. 
 
8.3. Minimum Distribution 
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This menu allows you to make an application distribution by a single executable 
installation file. This installation file will install the minimum files needed for your 
application. You may customize the user interface of this installation file. 
 
8.3.1. Distribution Types 
 
It allows you to choose one of 3 distribution options: 

 
 

Choose one distribution type, click Next, it lets you to give a working folder for 
collecting files: 
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Click Next, then click Start button to start collecting files: 

 
The files for the application are collected, including the executable file <app>.EXE: 
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You may choose to include Microsoft .NET Framework files and Microsoft Data Access 
Component files: 

 
 
8.3.2. Run Application from CD-ROM 
 
If the distribution type is “Run from CD” then we are done: 
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You may copy all files in the working folder to your CD-RW drive and cut a CD: 

 
When you click Finish, it may calculate the folder size so that you know whether it will 
fit into a CD: 
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When such a CD is inserted into a CD-ROM drive, program autorun.exe will 
automatically start. It will check to see whether Microsoft .NET Framework 1.1 and 
Microsoft Data Access Component 2.7 are in the computer, and install them if needed. 
Then autorun.exe will start the application. In above example, it is App11.exe. 
 
8.3.3. Prepare Files for Third-party Installers 
If you choose “Prepare files for third-party installers” then the collected files are similar 
to that used for “Run from CD” except that the files “autorun.inf” and “autorun.exe” are 
not included: 

 
The task for you third-party installers is simple: copy all the files and folders to client 
computer and keep the folder structure. Your third-party installer should also create 
shortcuts for application executable, in the above example, it is App11.exe. 
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8.3.4. Create Distribution Package 
If you choose “Create distribution package” then it will compress all the collected files 
and let you specify shortcut titles: 

 
If you want to create an icon on desktop then check “Desktop icon title:” and give a title 
for the icon.  
If you want to create a program item then check “Program Item” and give Program 
Group name and Program Item name. 
Click Next, it allows you to customize the installation user interface: 
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You may click “Select Picture” button to choose a picture for the installer.  
You may clear the Message box so that there will be no text appears in the middle of the 
installer. You may use bigger picture to cover more space. 
You may specify the Title of the installer. 
You may specify the default installation folder. 
When you are done, click Next. All files will be packaged into one single file 
INSTALL.EXE: 

 
You may put file Install.exe on your web site for your users to download and install your 
application.  
When your customers run INSTALL.EXE, it will check the computers to see whether the 
required Microsoft support files are installed. If INSTALL.EXE detects that a Microsoft 
file is missing then it will try to find it in the same folder or under a sub folder named 
“MicrosoftFiles” and automatically install it. If the file is not found then INSTALL.EXE 
will give download information. 
If you want to provide downloading information on your web site, below are the URLs 
File to be 
downloaded 

Download URL  

Microsoft http://download.microsoft.com/download/3/b/f/3bf74b01- Usually it is 
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Data Access 
Component 
2.7 

16ba-472d-9a8c-42b2b4fa0d76/mdac_typ.exe already 
included in 
Windows XP 

Microsoft 
.NET 
Framework 
1.1 

http://download.microsoft.com/download/a/a/c/aac39226-
8825-44ce-90e3-bf8203e74006/dotnetfx.exe 

 

The following files are not needed by Limnor applications. They are optional. 
Microsoft 
.NET 
Framework 
1.1 SP1 for 
XP 

http://download.microsoft.com/download/8/b/4/8b4addd8-
e957-4dea-bdb8-c4e00af5b94b/NDP1.1sp1-KB867460-
X86.exe 

Microsoft 
.NET 
Framework 
1.1 SP1 for 
Windows 
2003 

http://download.microsoft.com/download/b/2/2/b229569f-
12a6-4707-a3db-20f09826d2cf/WindowsServer2003-
KB867460-x86-ENU.EXE 

If you use 
Windows XP 
and you do 
not have a log 
in at the 
starting of the 
Windows 
then you need 
this upgrade. 
Please see 
Microsoft 
web sites for 
more detailed 
information 
regarding 
these files 

 
If you use CD to distribute Install.exe then you may distribute the Microsoft support files 
together on the CD. Install.exe will automatically use them when needed. 
 
 
 
8.4. What we learned in this lesson 
 

·  You can do a full release of your application. 
·  How to manage delta releases. 
·  Setup automatic delivery of delta releases. 
·  You can do a delta release distribution. 
·  Setup destination computers to automatically download and apply delta release. 
·  Create single installation file with customized installation user interface 
·  Prepare distribution files for third-party installers 
·  Prepare files for burning CD-ROM and run the application from CD-ROM  

 
8.5. Exercises 
 
Exercise 1. Create one INSTALL.EXE file to distribute your application. The 
INSTALL.EXE displays an image which covers the area above the Install Folder text 
box. 
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Hints: Use “Distribution | Application Distribute” menu. Prepare an image with its size 
big enough to cover the area above the Install Folder text box. Make the “Message” 
empty when customizing the interface. See screenshot in section 8.3.4. 
 
Exercise 2. Create a CAB file for distributing your application in full release. 
Hints: Use menu “Distribution | Full release”. Uncheck “Run from CD”. When it is done, 
you will find a CAB file created in the “Application” sub-folder. 


