Limnor Codeless Programming System — Lesson 8
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Suppose you think it is time to let your users use your application. You need to distribute
your application to your users, in CD-ROM or over the Internet. If it isaimeer, your

users will receive your application and you need to do a full release. If yoarahsady

have your application, and you just want to send updates to your users, you may want to
do a delta release. In this lesson, we will do both full and delta releases.

8.1. Full release

Open “Distribution” menu, choose “Full release”.
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A dialogue box appears to give you some options:
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Distribution files

é’ @ Distribution files

|_ I

Filez uzed in thiz application

v Additional performers

[f pour application used third party performers, and the destination computers
do naot have thoge performers, then vou need to inchide them to this
digtribution

v Limnar setup files

[f the destination computers do naot have Limnor ingtalled, you need to include
Limnor zetup files with vour application files. Specify below the CO-ROM
drive or path containing Limaar setup files.

|E:"~5E!tup J

M et Cancel

If you uncheck the options, it will save you some disk space. Since we are doing a full
release, usually we check all the options to include all files. But if you koow y
customers’ computers already have these files by a previous fulleelleas you may
choose to uncheck these options.

If you check “Limnor setup files”, make sure the folder is pointing to the Limnor setup
files. It is the Setup folder on the Limnor CD-ROM. The folder contains the falpwi

files:

x Marme
. Cwings
I e
@datnetfx.exe

[EJ lirmnor . msi
@mdac_typ.exe
:'_-}settings.ini
Esetup.exe

8.1.1. Run from CD-ROM

Click the Next button, and it will let you specify the folder to save the distoibdites
in:
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Distribution folder

Distribution folder

&
|C:\Distribution1]

Thiz folder will hold all the distribution files. You maw cut
a CD from this folder. Bigiee

Back Mest Cancel

The folder should be a new empty folder for Limnor to collect all distributies for
you. Later, you will copy all the files in that folder to the CD writer, and burD-4&0M
for your application.

You can check the “Run from CD” option if you want your application to run directly
from your distribution CD-ROM. With this option, your user inserts your disiohut
CD-ROM into a CD drive and your application will automatically start runningeS
your application will run directly from the CD-ROM, all the applicatioediwill not be
compressed. It will not install your application to the user’s hard drive.

Click the Next button, and it shows all your selections for you to verify:
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Create full distribution

@ Make distribution
Faolder to hald digtribution files: I F
C:hDhiztribution
[# &
i
¥ Limne

Back ‘ 4 Start |> Cancel

If you change your mind, you can click the Back button to change your selectioms. If y
are satisfied with your selections, click the Start button. Limnor witl stdlecting
distribution files for you. If your application uses Microsoft Access daedall such
databases will be listed for you to choose which ones to be included in your distribution:

Database distribution

@ Distribute databases

v School

Start

If you want to include a database, check it. If you do not want to include it, uncheck it.

Click the Start button after you have made your choices.
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When it is done, a dialogue box appears for you to check distribution size. Click the
“Calculate folder size” button, and it will tell you the folder size so tbatgan
determine if it will fit onto one CD.

Folder size

@ Select the folder to calculate its gize

|C:ADistribution

Select folder

Folder size: % inME
" inkB
Calculate folder size | Cancel | o

Befare pou cut a CD, you need to make sure

the folder gize iz not over the zize limit of the
CD-ROM

Finizh
By now the distribution files are all collected in the distribution folder:

{2 Ci\Distribution

A |[F)database
~ /ChImage
oS
u:lSetup
@Autnrun.exe
:}Autnrun.inf

the files to be writtern to
CD-RiC

If you are using Windows XP, you can select all the distribution files and folaets, a
drop them into your CD-RW Drive:
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l Address |[f} C1\Distribution

Folders Mame &

=
& () Select all the Pl otabase
[y clistribution files, drag ——
| them and drop to your
e CO-FWY Drive
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e auborun. exe

drop the files ta the
CD-FY Drive

Once you drop all the files into the CD-RW Dirive, right-click the drive and choose

“Write these files to CD”:

55 | e DY
s | Expand l
Hight::lick an Explare i Read
the CO-Fy Dirive Open
and choose i . 4 H \abase
write these files | 2Fart.. -
bo D P @ Scan For viruses. .,
1|~
| Sharing and Security. .. P

Write thes D orun. e
Delete temporary files arun.ir

i e

.' Skreets Eject [6.e2p
[+ Test

# WSO Copy

= Paske

2 i

Properties

Now you just made a distribution CD-ROM for your application. You can test it and send

it to your customer or for mass duplication and distribution.

8.1.2. Install to hard drive

If you do not want your application to run from the distribution CD-ROM directly, but to
install it to the user’s hard drive, then you can uncheck the “Run from CD” option:
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Distribution folder

Distribution folder

o]

|C:\Distribution

Thiz folder will hold all the diztribution files. Y'ou may cut

a O fram this falder. Browse

Back M et Cancel

Click the Next button. Note that the “Run from CD” option is unchecked.

Create full distribution

@ Make distribution

Folder to hold digtribution files:

C:hDiztribution

F it :Z_':_:.__ | perfarmerns

Back ‘ 1 Start ]} Cancel

Click the Start button. The distribution files are collected and compressed.
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17 C:\Distribution 1

= {:jm # ) epplications

= :a:idistributiun files created and

H [Choompressed i 3etup
2 - Autorun, exe
= | safAukarun.inf

As we did before, we can write these files to a blank CD-ROM. When your usés inser
this CD to a CD drive, it will automatically start installing your apglarato the user’'s
hard drive.

8.2. Delta release

=
i [
= FI|I.3
o Edit g
= Projeck g
[

To

Full release

Help » Application Distribuke

opad @'

Delta release

8.2.1. Manage Delta releases

Once your customers have installed your application to their hard drives, andeyou ke
modifying and developing your application, you may want to send new updates to your
customers via the Delta release process. In Limnor, this is an autonatedspiL.imnor

will remember which files you changed or added. Every time you do a deltseel

Limnor compresses all new and modified files into one file. Your application on the
customer sites can load this file and automatically update itself.

Open “Distribution” menu, choose “Delta release”.

= File y it Wiew  Insert
; R .

= o 28 &
1] Project L

2 & oo o
= Tools 3 1

£ Full release

= Help b {

o m— - —

Delta release management window comes up:
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Select delta release

g8 Deltarelease

Digtribution method

Releaze name
™ Manual distibution

By LAN * ByFTP " By email
FTF Host: ]|
FTF uzer; |

Paszwaord: |

Repeat password: |

_ 1900-01-01 00:00:002
Last releaze:

& delta releaze can be for one or more computers, which receive the same delta
release and thuz have the zame delta update frequency

Add Fename Delete Mest Cancel

“Add”, “Rename”, and “Delete” buttons are for managing delta releasmscan create

many delta releases, and each release is independent of each other. Whyweaddty

more than one delta release? Suppose your application is installed in 10 kiosks, and you
want to update 5 kiosks every week, and update the other 5 kiosks every month. It this
case, it is best to create two delta releases. You use one delta releasestd ujmikis

every week, and use the other delta release to update the other 5 kiosks every month.

Let's practice it. Use “Rename” button to rename “Default” delta releaSWVeekly”.
Use “Add” button to add a new delta release named “Monthly”:

Releaze name

M anthily

Each delta release can have its own distribution method. Limnor supports 4 distribution
methods:

8.2.2. Setup distribution method
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Diigtribution method

* b anual distributio

" By LAN " BuFTP " By email

If you choose “Manual distribution”, you are responsible for delivering the eeféago
your customers (destination computers).

If your development computer and the destination computers are connected by Local
Area Network, you can choose “By LAN” as the distribution method:

Diigtribution method

" Manual distribution

f‘ BYyETP ¢ Byemal

Select LAM folder;

|"~"u:|:umputer1 “sharedsapp|

Using this method, you need to have a shared folder which can be accessed by both your
development computer and the destination computers. Your development computer needs
write-permission to that folder, and the destination computers need readsp@nrtos

that folder.

If you choose “By FTP” as the distribution method, you need to specify the FTP host
name and user account:

Digtribution method

£ Marual distribution

© ByLAN By emai

FTF Host: P. MYCOMPAnY. Com \
FTF uszer: ||:Iistri|:|uti-:|n \
Pazgwiord: RIS }

Fepeat pazsword;

xxxxxxx>1

If you choose “By email”, you need to specify your SMTP mail server, and rsende
receiver email addresses. Each receiver email address repmsedtsstination
computer.
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Once you have selected the delta release name and specified the distriletiiod, m
click the Next button. It will let you specify where you want to save tha dellease

files.
Delta releases @

g  Deltarelease
[waieakly

Wiorking folder:

C:h_deltal ( )
b ake a new diztnbution

E sizting diztributionz

|

B B |

Click .= button to specify the folder for saving the delta release files.

Click “Make a new distribution button”. Limnor will start collecting new andnged
files and compressing these files into one single distribution file. When it dorfée tise
listed under Existing distributions:

All rights reserved by Longflow Enterprises Ltd.



Limnor Codeless Programming System — Lesson 8

Under the working folder, you can see the delta release file Limnoedr&atyou:

If your distribution method is not “Manual distribution”, “Send out selected distribution”
button will be enabled. Click this button to deliver the distribution file to destination
computers. If you selected “By LAN”, the following dialogue box appears:
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Click the Send button, and the distribution file will be copied to the shared folder you
specified before. All release job is done by now. Your application on the destination
computers will automatically pick up this distribution file and apply the updates.

Once the distribution file is sent, Limnor moves it to a Backup folder under youmngorki
folder:

If you want to re-send the distribution file, you can move the file out of the Backup folder
to the working folder.

If you choose to use “By FTP” as the distribution method, the distribution file will be
sent to the FTP server you specified before. The destination computers ovilbgiaally
download the file from the FTP server and apply the new changes.

If you choose to use “By email” as the distribution method, the distribution fil&evi
sent to the email addresses you specified before. The destination compluters wi
automatically receive the file as email attachment and apply the negeshan

8.2.3. Setup update schedule
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In the last section, we kept saying that the destination computers will audaligati
receive the delta releases and apply the updates. Well, you need to set it up to make i
happen. Let’s do it now.

Suppose the destination computer is a kiosk. While your application is running, press F2.
It will ask you to log on:

Once you log on, you can set many runtime settings. Here we want to set “Update
schedule”.
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Click the “Update schedule” button. You can set the schedule to automatically download
and apply updates.

All rights reserved by Longflow Enterprises Ltd. 15



Limnor Codeless Programming System — Lesson 8

First, you need to set the delta release name. The name must match one td the del
release names you set on the development machine sending out the delta releases.
Next, you need to specify a folder to save the delta release filegb(disin files). If you
are using manual distribution, you need to manually copy the distributiondfileist
folder. If you use other distribution methods, Limnor will automatically deliver
distribution files to this folder.

You need to setup the receiving method to match the distribution method you set on the
sending computer. If it is “By LAN”, the LAN folder must be the same as theirsg
computer. If you use “By email”, you need to setup mail server account (POPf.serve
The mail account (email address) must match one of the recipient emassekiset on

the sending computer.
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If you use “By FTP”, you must set the FTP Host to the same FTP Host as set on the
sending computer. Usually you can use the same FTP user account as the sending
computer is using because this way, you know it will connect to the same FTP folder.

Now let’s setup Receiving schedule so that this kiosk will automatically dod/dieléa
releases and update itself. You can set it to check and download delta releasesagnce a d

Or you can set it to check and download delta releases once an hour:

You need to check the “Start” option to enable the receiving schedule.

If you want to check and download delta releases right way, you can click tbeiVRe
now” button.

8.3. Minimum Distribution
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This menu allows you to make an application distribution by a single executable
installation file. This installation file will install the minimum fdeneeded for your
application. You may customize the user interface of this installation file.

8.3.1. Distribution Types

It allows you to choose one of 3 distribution options:

Choose one distribution type, click Next, it lets you to give a working folder for
collecting files:

All rights reserved by Longflow Enterprises Ltd.
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Click Next, then click Start button to start collecting files:

The files for the application are collected, including the executabledpp>xEXE:

All rights reserved by Longflow Enterprises Ltd.
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You may choose to include Microsoft .NET Framework files and Microsoft Detass
Component files:

8.3.2. Run Application from CD-ROM

If the distribution type is “Run from CD” then we are done:

All rights reserved by Longflow Enterprises Ltd.
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You may copy all files in the working folder to your CD-RW drive and cut a CD:

When you click Finish, it may calculate the folder size so that you knovwhesietvill
fit into a CD:

All rights reserved by Longflow Enterprises Ltd.
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When such a CD is inserted into a CD-ROM drive, program autorun.exe will
automatically start. It will check to see whether Microsoft .NET femaork 1.1 and
Microsoft Data Access Component 2.7 are in the computer, and install them if needed.
Then autorun.exe will start the application. In above example, it is Appll.exe.

8.3.3. Prepare Files for Third-party Installers
If you choose “Prepare files for third-party installers” then the colifiltes are similar

to that used for “Run from CD” except that the files “autorun.inf” and “autorun.exe” are
not included:

The task for you third-party installers is simple: copy all the files alufs to client
computer and keep the folder structure. Your third-party installer should als® crea
shortcuts for application executable, in the above example, it is Appll.exe.
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8.3.4. Create Distribution Package
If you choose “Create distribution package” then it will compress all theated files

and let you specify shortcut titles:

If you want to create an icon on desktop then check “Desktop icon title:” and give a titl

for the icon.
If you want to create a program item then check “Program Item” and ghgea

Group name and Program Item name.
Click Next, it allows you to customize the installation user interface:
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You may click “Select Picture” button to choose a picture for the installer.

You may clear the Message box so that there will be no text appears in theohitidle
installer. You may use bigger picture to cover more space.

You may specify the Title of the installer.

You may specify the default installation folder.

When you are done, click Next. All files will be packaged into one single file
INSTALL.EXE:

You may put file Install.exe on your web site for your users to download and ysiall
application.

When your customers run INSTALL.EXE, it will check the computers to see et
required Microsoft support files are installed. If INSTALL.EXE detéhtt a Microsoft

file is missing then it will try to find it in the same folder or under a sub foldaeda
“MicrosoftFiles” and automatically install it. If the file is not found tHBISTALL.EXE

will give download information.

If you want to provide downloading information on your web site, below are the URLS

File to be Download URL
downloaded

Microsoft http://download.microsoft.com/download/3/b/f/3bf74bQ1- Usually it s
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Data Accesg 16ba-472d-9a8c-42b2b4fa0d76/mdac_typ.exe already
Component included in
2.7 Windows XP
Microsoft http://download.microsoft.com/download/a/a/c/aac39226-

NET 8825-44ce-90e3-bf8203e74006/dotnetfx.exe

Framework

1.1

The following files are not needed by Limnor applications. They are optional.
Microsoft http://download.microsoft.com/download/8/b/4/8b4adddByou use
NET €957-4dea-bdb8-c4e00af5h94b/NDP1.1sp1-KB867460Windows XP
Framework | X86.exe and you do
1.1 SP1 for not have a log
XP in at the
Microsoft http://download.microsoft.com/download/b/2/2/b229569$tarting of the
NET 12a6-4707-a3db-20f09826d2cf/WindowsServer2003- | Windows
Framework | KB867460-x86-ENU.EXE then you neeg
1.1 SP1 for this upgrade.
Windows Please see
2003 Microsoft

web sites for
more detailed
information
regarding
these files

If you use CD to distribute Install.exe then you may distribute the Micragofiost files
together on the CD. Install.exe will automatically use them when needed.

8.4. What we learned in this lesson

You can do a full release of your application.
How to manage delta releases.

Setup automatic delivery of delta releases.
You can do a delta release distribution.

Setup destination computers to automatically download and apply delta release.

Create single installation file with customized installation userfaxter
Prepare distribution files for third-party installers
Prepare files for burning CD-ROM and run the application from CD-ROM

8.5. Exercises

Exercise 1. Create one INSTALL.EXE file to distribute your applicafltne
INSTALL.EXE displays an image which covers the area above the Instd#iRelxt

box.
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Hints: Use “Distribution | Application Distribute” menu. Prepare an imvaigeits size
big enough to cover the area above the Install Folder text box. Make the “Blessag
empty when customizing the interface. See screenshot in section 8.3.4.

Exercise 2. Create a CAB file for distributing your application in fudase.

Hints: Use menu “Distribution | Full release”. Uncheck “Run from CD”. When it is,done
you will find a CAB file created in the “Application” sub-folder.
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