Limnor Performer Wizard

Limnor Performer Import Wizard User’s Manual
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1 Introduction

Limnor Performer Import Wizard is a tool to convert ActiveX controls and .Net classes into Limnor
Performers. Thus you can use those software componentsin your Limnor applications.

The properties, methods and events of an ActiveX control or a .NET class become the properties,
methods and events of the Limnor Performer generated. The Wizard lets you choose which properties,
methods and events to be generated.

It should be pointed out that codeless programming as the new generation of software engineering it is
fundamentally different than current software engineering based on coding. ActiveX controls and
.NET classes are designed for coding. Therefore the designs of ActiveX controls and .NET classes are,
in most cases, not best for codeless programming. This Wizard just does a direct converting and
cannot re-design them for best codeless usages. The Wizard will produce source code of the Limnor
Performer generated, and you may hand-craft on the source code to create Performers best fit for
codel ess programming and your needs.

2 Choose Source Type

Click “Start” button to start the Wizard:
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P

2 Performer Import

| Thiz tool makes Limnor Performers out of Active controls or

|Microzaft MET claszes. It allows vou to choose which properties,
| methods and events fram an Actives control or NET clazs o be the
properties, methods and eventz of the new Limnor Performer.

| The new Limnor Performer generated iz saved ina DLL fle. The source
| code filez far the new Limnor Performer are alzo generated o that pou
| may modify the Performer to make it more suitable for codeless
prograrnming.

< Start P Firizh

It allows you to choose one of 3 source types to start:
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Select source type

Performer Importer Wizard

« Create anew Performer from a .NET class
 Create anew Performer from an Activex control

 Compile C#f code

Back et

.Net Class. This option letsyou select a.NET DLL and select aclass from the DLL to be
converted into a Limnor Performer.

ActiveX control. This option lets you select an ActiveX control. The wizard will convert it to
aLimnor Performer.

Compile C# code. This option lets you compile a C# source code fileinto aDLL file. You
may modify the source code generated from the other options and use this option to compile
your code into DLL files.

3 Convert .NET Classes

When you select “ Create a new Performer from a.NET class’ and click Next, it allows you to specify
aDLL file containing the class you want to convert. You can select aDLL file made by you or some
oneelse. Let'suseaDLL from Microsoft NET Framework to do the demo. You can find all DLL for
Microsoft .NET Framework in afolder named “ Microsoft.Net\Framework\v<version number>" under
Windows folder:
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-ﬁ.gdrgs _? CAWINDOWS Microsoft, MET\Frameworkivl. 1 4322 ]

Folders x Name
= (5 Microsoft MET ] &System.web.dI L
=1 153 Framewark (%] System.web.Mabile.dI
= 0270 !';9] System. Web, RegularExpressions. dll
w | %] System. Web, Services,dl
= 0 | % System.,\Windows.Farms.dll 1,
[5) ASP.NETClientFiles %] System. xpiL.dl L
[ COMFLG .E?] "v'jSlZ.d" 1,

Suppose we want to convert the Button class into a Limnor Performer. The Button classisin
System.Windows.Forms.DLL. Click button “Select aDLL file", select System.Windows.Forms.DLL:

Performer Importer Wizard

DLL file containing _NET class: @
I -~

Select METDLL @
Selectacl Lookin: [ v1.1.4322 & E e E-
h !-i%_ikj_S'y'stem.Data.OraciéCii_ent.;:-I-Ii_ -;}:]'Svstem-WEE--MDEiié-dli |
I_,ﬁ | %] 5ystem.Design.di
My Recent | %] System, DirectoryServices.dl
Docurnents %) System.di
F_h% .;5] Syckern,Drawing, Design. dll

All public classes contained in the DLL file will be listed for your choice. There can be too many
classes and not easy to find the one you want. If the class to be converted is a screen element (derived
from Control class) then you may check the option “ Show screen elements only”. With this option
checked, non-screen-elements will be excluded from the list, making it easier to locate the class you
want.

In our case, we want to locate and select the Button class, and click Next:
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Ge nerate Source Code

Performer Importer Wizard

DLL file containing .NET class: Select 2 DLL file ]
1E:"~WINDDWS Whdicrosaft. WE TSFrameworkhay1.1. 432255 ystem Windows. Formes. dil

Select a class to convert it to a Limnor Performer:

System Windows. Forms. ScrallableCaontral
i Tt T O

bl (B

(: System:W'iridn:nws: Fn:nrms: Buttan

Syztem wWindows Forme ListB ox

System Windows. Forms. CheckedLiztBox
System Windows. Forms. ComboB ox
Syztem Windows. Forme. D ataGnd
Svetem Windows. Forms. TextB ox =
Syztem.windows. Formz. D ataGndT extBox Fa]

(_!7 Show zcreen elements u:unl_l,l]

Back I et ‘ Cancel |

All properties of the selected class will be listed for you to make selections. Selected properties will
become the properties for the new Limnor Performer:
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.Select' ltems

Performer Importer Wizard

IIncheck thoze items pou do not need. Click OF. when pou are done.

lw! DialogR esult 5 ystem.Windows. Forms. DialogResult lﬂ
vl FlatStyle: S vstem.windows, Forms. FlatStyle | 3

vl Image:; System.Drawing Image i|
Il Imageslign: 5 ystem. Drawing. ContentAlignment

[l rragelndes: Cpstern.Int32

[T ImageList: S pstern Windows. Forms. ImageList

vl | metdode: S pztem \Windows Forms. Imet ode

Il Texttlign: S pztem. Drawing. Contentdlignment

Iwl AccessibleDefaulkdctionD escription: Systern.String

Iwl AccessibleDescription: System. String L
Il AccessibleMame; Syztemn, String [*

Back Hest l LCancel I

All events of the selected class will be listed for you to make selections. Selected events will become
the events for the new Limnor Performer:
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.Select' ltems

Performer Importer Wizard

IIncheck thoze items pou do not need. Click OF. when pou are done.

lw! D aubleClick System.EventH andler] ||
[l It odeChanged Sustern. EventHandlier)

vl BackColarChanged Systern. EventHandler]

lwl B ackaroundimageChanged System EventH andler)

lw| BindingContextChanged System. EventH andler)

lwl CauzesV alidationChanged System EventH andler)

lwl ContextdenuChanged Syztem.EventHandler)

Iwl CurzorChanged Syztenn. EventH andler()

vl DockChanged Systemn.EventHandler()

! EnabledChanged Spstem. EventHandler() L
vl FontChanged Syztem, EventH andler() [*

Back Hest l LCancel I

All methods of the selected class will be listed for you to make selections. Selected methods will
become the methods for the new Limnor Performer:
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Select ems

Performer Importer Wizard

IIncheck thoze items pou do not need. Click OF. when pou are done.

3

lw! PerfomClick
vl MaotifyDefault [Sypstem. B oalean value] [
[ Invoke [System.Delegate method, System.Object]] argz] Retuns Spste

[ Endlrvake [Spster. lézyncPesult aspncBesult] Returns Sypstern Object

[] Beagirlrvake [Spstem.Delegate method, System.Object]] args) Retums Spate

[l FesetTaxt

v Refresh

lw! FesetFightToLeft

lw! FesetForeColor

| ResetFont 2
vl ResetCursor v

Back Hest l LCancel I

After selecting properties, events and methods, click Next. A C# source code file is generated. The
source code is for the new Limnor Performer:
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52 Source file

Performer Importer Wizard

Source code file generated: File I Edit Code |

ID:'xep"-.E Pibintf eleazeSystemywfindowsF ormzsButton. oz

Support DLL files: tdd | Dekte |

A M D0 S hicrozoft. HE T \Framewark b1, 43224 Suztem. \Windows, Formz. dil

v Debug Back Mest I Cancel I

Clicking Next will compile the source code into aDLL. Onceitisin DLL your Limnor applications
can useit.

Before compiling it, if you know more DLL files are needed for the compilation, you may use “Add”
button to add such DLL filesinto “Support DLL files’ list.

To generate debug information during compilation, check the box “Debug”.

You may modify the source code before compilations. Click button “Edit”, the source codeis
displayed for editing:
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Asyou can see, the source code editor is asimple one. It does not have color coding as a professional
source code editor. And it does not have intelli-sense as Visual Studio does.

When you are ready to compile the source code, click Next. If there are compilation errors then those
errors will be displayed. You may edit the code according to the error messages, and re-do the
compiling by clicking the Next button again.

If compilation succeeds then you may click “Test load” button to test the newly compiled DLL:
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If the testing does not find any problems then you can see the | ast
line of the message is “No errors found”. We are done.

If the testing finds problenms then you may click “Save to file” button
to save the test results to a text file for later references. You nay
nodi fy the source code according to the test results and reconpile it.
Bef ore you can re-conpile the source code, you need to close this

wi zard program and re-run it because the testing will cause the
operating systemto lock the DLL file.

Wth the new DLL conpiled and testing being OK, we will see the new
Li mor Perfornmer in the tool box under “Qthers” category:
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4 Convert ActiveX Controls

When you select “ Create a new Performer from an ActiveX control” and click Next, it allows you to
search for ActiveX controls:
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Click button “Select from all COM objects’. It will start searching your computer for all COM
objects:

You may then select the ActiveX control you want from the list:
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You can seethe DLL file for the selected ActiveX control is also displayed.

If you know the DLL/OCX for the ActiveX control then you do not need to search for all COM
objects. You may click button “Select aDLL or OCX file” to pick that file.

When you select a COM file, all COM objects contained in the file will be displayed. Make sure the
ActiveX control you want to convert isin the list.
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Click Next. A .NET DLL file will be created. It wraps all COM aobjectsto .Net classes:

All rights reserved by Longflow Enterprises Ltd.

15



Limnor Performer Wizard

At this stage it is the same as we have selected option of “Create a new Performer from a.NET class’.
The .NET DLL file we used is the newly created DLL file for wrapping the ActiveX control. In our
example here, it isAxInterop.OWC11.DLL. The only difference from the option of “Create a new
Performer from a.NET class’ is that the button “Select aDLL file” is disabled, because we do not
need to select a.NET DLL.

The next operations are exactly the same as we described for option of “Create a new Performer from
a.NET class’. Only that for ActiveX controls, you may see some properties cannot be used. When we
get through all the steps and click “ Test load” button, it will show the properties failed to load:
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You may click “Saveto file’ button to save the results to atext file for references. From the text file
we can see such errors:

We need to close this wizard program to release the DLL we generated. We re-start the wizard
program, and re-do it. At the step of selecting properties, we may uncheck those properties which
cause problems:
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Now thistime no errors are found:
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When you are doing a converting and you do need those properties causing errors, please contact us at
support@Ilimnor.com. We may hand-craft it to put those properties back.

Now we may start using the new Performer in our applications:
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5 Compile C# code

When you choose option “Compile C# code”, the Wizard jumps to the step of before compiling and
enablesthe“File” button:
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Click “File” button to specify the source code file to be compiled. If your source code uses classes
from other .NET DL Ls then you need to add the DLL files to the “ Support DLL files’ list:
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Click Next. The source code will be compiledinto aDLL file.

6 Support and Feedback

For questions and feedback, please contact support@limnor.com
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