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Send Batch Mails 
 
This sample is a simple application which reads user names and user email addresses 
from a database and send an email to every user using each user’s name and email 
address. 
 
This is the program sends out the new release notice to Limnor users. You may use this 
program and modify it for your owner use. You may include much more user information 
inside the email in addition to user names. 
 
This paper describes how this simple program is made in Limnor. 
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Prepare user  database 
This program just needs user names and user email addresses. We prepared a Microsoft 
Access database with one single table named Users. It has 3 fields: 

1. UserEmail -- It saves user email addresses 
2. UserAlias – It saves user names 
3. Status – It marks if we want to send email to the user. If it is 0, then we send 

email to this user. If it is not 0, we skip this user when sending emails. 
 
We will not go into details of creating a database. The database is included in this 
application already. You may refer to Lesson 9 of the Limnor Tutorial for how to use 
databases. You may download it from http://www.limnor.com/downloads/Lesson9.doc. 
Data-viewer sample application and document also provide details in how to create 
databases. You may download them from 
http://www.limnor.com/downloads/H5_DataViewer.doc and 
http://www.limnor.com/downloads/DataViewer.cab . 
The database here is named Users.mdb. To use it in a Limnor application, we need to 
create a database connection for it. Open “Project | Databases…” menu, it lets you to 
manage all the database connections used in the application.  
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Click Add button to add a new one: 

 
You give this new database connection a name. It can be any thing for you to remember 
what this database connection will be used for. Here we call it Users. 
You may use any database which has OLEDB driver installed (SQL Server, DB2, Oracle, 
etc.), or you may use an ODBC data source. For this application, we use a Microsoft 
Access database. You may click button “Select an Access database”  to let Limnor 
construct an OLEDB connection string for you (we are sorry for that for other databases 
except Access and SQL Server, for now, you have to type in the connection string 
yourself): 
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You may click  to browse and select the Access database you want to use. In this 
example, we need to find the database file recording our user names and user email 
addresses: 

 
If you encrypted the database for security, you need to give database password, user 
name and password, depending on how to setup your database. 

 
Limnor constructs an OLEDB connection string for you. You may change it, and you 
may click Test button to see if the connection string is alright: 

 
If the test passes, we have a database connection for this application to use: 

 
You may create many database connections for one application. For this application, we 
just need this one. 
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We will use a Data Table performer to get all the user information from the above 
database connection. Our description below is brief. For more details in using Data table 
and Query Builder, please refer to Lesson 9 of the Limnor Tutorial and other sample 
applications (http://www.limnor.com/downloads/Lesson9.doc, 
http://www.limnor.com/downloads/H3_Pivot2.doc, 
http://www.limnor.com/downloads/Pivot2.cab, 
http://www.limnor.com/downloads/H5_DataViewer.doc, 
http://www.limnor.com/downloads/DataViewer.cab, etc.) 
Drop a Data table performer on to the page: 

 
Set its Query property to include UserEmail and UserAlias fields: 

 
We want to exclude those users who do not want to receive this batch email. In our case, 
if the Status field is not 0, then the user is excluded from the mailing list. In this Query 
Builder, click “Filter”  button: 

 
Choose the Users table, choose Status field, choose “=” , choose “Const” , type 0, click 
Apply button: 
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You will get the following filter added: 

 
Click OK buttons, and we have our mail list in the Data Table: 

 
If your programs need more user information to be included into the emails, of cause you 
may add more fields in the above table. 
 

Prepare email contents 
We need to write an email body to be sent. It will contain some “ fields” . The contents of 
such “ fields”  will be substituted with the contents from the database. In our program, we 
just need one “ field” ; that is the user name. For this purpose, we need to use Text-Maker 
performer to prepare the email contents. 
Drop a Text-Maker performer on to the page: 
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Drop a Text-Maker performer on to the page: 

 
Because a Text-Maker performer does not have an UI, it will appear in an Extra-
performers window: 

 
See Lesson 3 of the Limnor Tutorial for more information about performers without user 
interface: http://www.limnor.com/downloads/Lesson3.doc.  
Right-click on the Text-Maker, choose properties, select “Template”  property, click  to 
set its text template: 

 
You use the following dialogue box to create text template: 
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You type in the whole email body. Because we want to send the email body in HTML 
format, so you may use HTML tags in it. For example, words between <b> and </b> are 
shown in bold face. <br> represents a new lines. If you have question using HTML tags, 
please contact us. You may also choose to use plain text, not HTML format. 
The key thing in the text template is the concept of “ fields” . You may enclose a word by 
“ [“  and “ ]” . After you finish typing in all the text, you need to click “Search Fields”  
button. It will list all the words enclosed by “ [“  and “ ]”  in the list under “Fields” . In the 
above example, the only field is [User]. If you do not want some words enclosed by “ [“  
and “ ]”  to be treated as fields, you may select them in the list and click “Delete Field”  
button. 
Each field in the text template will become a property of the Text-Maker performer. You 
may use SetProperty method to make actions to set its values. Its MakeText method will 
use the property values to replace the fields and create a new text. Below you will see 
how it is used. 

 
 

Prepare send-mail per former  
Now we have mailing list, and we have email contents, we need a performer which can 
send out emails. That is the SendMail performer. 
Drop a SendMail performer on to the page: 
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Because a SendMail performer does not have an UI, it will appear in an Extra-performers 
window. Right-click on it and choose Properties to set its properties: 

 
We will explain how to set each property: 
MailServer  – this is the SMTP server to send your emails. If you are using Outlook 
Expression, you may open your mail account, click Server tab and find your SMTP 
setting there: 
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From – this is the sender email address. 
Subject – this is the email subject. 
Format – this is the format of the email body. It can be HTML or plain text. In this 
example, we use HTML because we want to show the user name in bold face. 
Block -- I f  i t  i s  set  t o Tr ue,  t he pr ogr am wi l l  wai t  f or  t he Send act i on 
t o f i ni sh bef or e execut i ng t he next  act i on.  For  sendi ng smal l  emai l s  or  
sendi ng many emai l s ,  i t  i s  r ecommended t o set  i t  t o Tr ue.  I f  you ar e 
sendi ng one l ar ge emai l ,  t hen you may set  i t  t o Fal se so t hat  your  
pr ogr am can do ot her  t hi ngs whi l e t hat  l ar ge emai l  i s  bei ng sent .  I n 
t hi s exampl e,  we must  set  i t  t o Tr ue.  
At t aches – you may at t ach f i l es t o t he emai l .  I n t hi s exampl e,  we 
at t ached a scr een shot  of  t he new FTP per f or mer  t o gi ve Li mnor  user s an 
i dea how t hi s new per f or mer  l ooks l i ke.  
Body – this is the email body. We do not set it here. It will be generated by the Text-
Maker performer using each user’s name. 
To – this the recipient addresses. We do not set it here. We will set it using the email 
addresses from the data table, one at a time. 
 

Make actions 
Now we can make actions to let above performers do their jobs to send out one email to 
each user, and addressing each user specifically. 

1. Set recipient email address. This is to set the “To”  property of the SendMail 
performer to the UserEmail field of the Data Table. Right-click on the SendMail 
performer, select “Make action” , select “Set property” : 

 
Give an action name, say, SetReciever. 
The Action data dialogue box appears. For “Property” , click  and select “To” : 

 
For “Value” , click “Select property” , find the page that contains the Data Table 
performer, and expand Data Table performer’s properties: 
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Scroll down and find Fields property, click OK button: 

 
Type in field name UserEmail: 

 
Now we have an action, SetReciever, which lets the SendMail performer know 
where to send the email to. 

2. Set recipient name. We need to make each email only address one user. That is 
to set the [User] property of the Text-Maker performer to the value of the 
UserAlias field of the Data Table. Right-click on the Text-Maker performer, 
choose “Make action” , choose “Set property” : 
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Give an action name, say, SetRecieverName. 
The Action data dialogue box appears. For “Property” , click  and select 
“ [User]” : 

 
For “Value” , click “Select property” , find the page that contains the Data Table 
performer, and expand Data Table performer’s properties: 

 
Scroll down and find Fields property, click OK button: 
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Type in field name UserAlias: 

 
Now we have an action, SetRecieverName, which set [User] field in the text 
template to the user name from the Data Table. 

3. Set email body. This is to let the Text-Maker to substitute fields in the text 
template with the property values and make a new text. It will allow you to 
specify where to copy the new text to. We will let it copy the new text to the 
“Body”  property of the SendMail performer. Right-click on the Text-Maker, 
choose “Make action” , choose “Make text”  

 
Give an action name, say, SetMailBody. 
The Action data dialogue box appears. It asks for “DataName”. That is where the 
new text will be copied. For this example, we want to let it copy to the “Body”  
property of the SendMail performer. So we click “Select property”  button, find 
the page containing the SendMail performer, and expend the properties of the 
SendMail performer: 
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Scroll down and find and select the “Body”  property: 

 
Now we have an action, SetMailBody, to prepare the mail body for one user. 
 

4. Send email. We need to use “Send” method of the SendMail performer to make 
an action to actually send out the mail. Right-click on the SendMail performer, 
choose “Make action” , choose “Send”: 

 
Give an action name, say, SendMail. This action doesn’ t need action data, so we 
are done. 

5. Put all action together . If the above 4 actions are executed, an email will be send 
to one user, which is the current selected user in the Data table. We will make an 
action list to include the above 4 actions. Later, we may performer this action list 
for each of the users in the data Table. Click Actions, choose Action lists, click 
New button: 
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Give an action list name, say, SendOneMail. Use Add button to add the above 4 
actions to the list: 

 
 

6. Send mails for  all users. We already made one action list, SendOneMail, which 
will send one email to the currently selected user in the Data Table. To apply this 
action list to all the users in the Data Table, we need to use “BatchExecute”  
method of the Data table performer to execute SendOneMail for every record in 
the Data table. Right-click on the Data Table performer, choose “Make action” , 
choose “BatchExecute” : 
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Give an action name, say, SendBatchMails. The Action data dialogue box 
appears. It asks for the action or action list to be executed. We choose action list 
SendOneMail and click Select button: 

 
We are all done making all the actions. 
 

Finish the program 
With the above programming, whenever we execute action SendBatchMails, an email 
will be created and sent al every user. Now the question is: when do we want to do it? 
You may use a timer performer to make it to do it every hour, every day, etc. Or you may 
use other event scheduling to do it. 
For this sample program, we just put a button on the page. If you click the button, it will 
do it. 
Right-click on the button, choose “Assign actions” , choose “Click” : 

 
Select “Actions” , choose “SendBatchmails” , click “Select”  button: 

 
 
Now you may press F2 to run this program and click the button to send emails to all your 
customers. 
 
You may use “Sent”  and “Failed”  events of the SendMail performer to record which 
emails have been sent and which emails failed sending. You may record such information 
in a database. In this sample, we show such information in 3 list box performers. 
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=== EOF === 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


