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User  Gui de – Read/ Wr i t e Text  Fi l e 
 
Li mnor  shi ps wi t h a Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer .  Your  appl i cat i ons may use i t  t o 
wr i t e t ext  t o f i l es,  f or  exampl e,  wr i t e l og f i l es.  
Li mnor  shi ps wi t h a Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer .  Your  appl i cat i ons may use i t  t o 
r ead t ext  f r om f i l es,  f or  exampl e,  show l og f i l e cont ent s.  
I f  you want  t o use a t ext  f i l e as a conf i gur at i on f i l e f or  your  appl i cat i on,  you 
may use anot her  per f or mer ,  Conf i g,  whi ch i s  mor e speci al i zed on t hat  pur pose.  
Thi s sampl e appl i cat i on shows r ead/ wr i t e t ext  f i l es wi t h Text Fi l eReader  and 
Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer s.  
 
Wr i t e Text  Fi l e 
 Handl i ng Event s 
Read Text  Fi l e 
 Handl i ng Event s 
 Handl i ng AppendCRLF Pr oper t y 
 
Wr i t e Text  Fi l e 
 
Dr op a Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer  t o a page:  
 
 

 
 
Because t he Text Fi l eWr i t er  does not  have a gr aphi c user  i nt er f ace on t he page,  
i t  appear s i n t he “ Ext r a Per f or mer s”  wi ndow f or  t hat  page:  
 

 
 
Ri ght - c l i ck i t  and open i t s  pr oper t i es wi ndow.  Choose “ Fi l ename”  pr oper t y and 

c l i ck but t on  t o set  t he f i l e t o be wr i t t en.  You may al so s i mpl y t ype i n t he 
f ul l  f i l e pat h and name;  
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I f  you set  “ Append”  pr oper t y t o Tr ue t hen t ext  wi l l  be append t o t he end of  t he 
f i l e i f  t he f i l e exi st s.  I f  Append pr oper t y i s  Fal se t hen ever y t i me your  
appl i cat i on r e- st ar t  wr i t i ng ( cal l  Wr i t eLi ne met hod af t er  cal l i ng Cl ose met hod) ,  
t he exi st i ng f i l e wi l l  be over wr i t t en.  
The “ Text ”  pr oper t y i s  t he t ext  t o be wr i t t en by Wr i t eLi ne met hod.  The t ypi cal  
usage i s  t o set  t he Text  pr oper t y,  and cal l  Wr i t eLi ne;  set  Text  pr oper t y agai n 
and cal l  Wr i t eLi ne agai n;  and so on.  
Now l et ’ s  make an act i on usi ng t he Wr i t eLi ne met hod.  Ri ght - c l i ck on t he 
Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer ,  choose “ Make Act i on” ,  choose “ Wr i t eLi ne” :  
 

 
Accept  t he def aul t  act i on name Text Fi l eWr i t er 1. Wr i t eLi ne:  

 
Let ’ s  make anot her  act i on t o f i ni sh t he wr i t i ng.  Ri ght - c l i ck on t he 
Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer ,  choose “ Make Act i on” ,  choose “ Cl ose” :  
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Accept  t he def aul t  act i on name,  Text Fi l eWr i t er 1. Cl ose:  

 
Cal l i ng t he “ Cl ose”  met hod wi l l  r el ease t he comput er  r esour ces t aken by t he 
Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer .  So at  t he t i me when your  appl i cat i on no l onger  needs 
t o wr i t e t o a f i l e,  cal l  “ Cl ose”  met hod t o f r ee t he r esour ces t aken by i t .  Once 
“ Cl ose”  i s  cal l ed,  t he next  t i me cal l i ng of  Wr i t eLi ne met hod wi l l  over wr i t e t he 
exi st i ng f i l e i f  “ Append”  pr oper t y i f  Fal se.  
Now t he quest i on:  what  do we want  t o wr i t e? For  t hi s sampl e appl i cat i on,  we use 
a Text Box per f or mer  t o l et  t he user  t ype i n what  t he user  want s t o wr i t e t o t he 
f i l e.  The user  may t ype i n some t ext ,  c l i ck a but t on t o wr i t e t he t ext  t o t he 
f i l e:  

 
We need t o make an act i on t o copy t he Text  pr oper t y of  t he Text Box per f or mer  t o 
t he Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer .  Ri ght - c l i ck on t he Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer ,  “ Make 
Act i on” ,  choose “ Set Text ” :  
 

 
Accept  t he def aul t  act i on name,  Text Fi l eWr i t er 1. Set Text :  
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I t  asks f or  t he t ext  t o be set .  Cl i ck “ Sel ect  pr oper t y”  but t on:  

 
Fi nd t he Text Box per f or mer :  

 
Sel ect  i t s  “ Text ”  pr oper t y and c l i ck OK:  
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Now we have an act i on t o pr epar e t he t ext  t o be wr i t t en and an act i on t o 
act ual l y  wr i t e t he t ext .  We want  t o cr eat e an act i on l i s t  t o i nc l ude t hese t wo 
act i ons,  and assi gn t hi s act i on l i s t  t o a but t on.  Open “ Act i on l i s t s”  wi ndow,  
sel ect  “ Act i on l i s t s” ,  c l i ck “ New” :  
 

 
Gi ve an act i on l i s t  name,  say,  “ Wr i t e Text ” :  
 

 
Use t he Add but t on t o add t he t wo act i ons:  
 

 
 
Now,  assi gn t hi s new act i on l i s t  t o t he “ Wr i t e Li ne”  but t on:  
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Sel ect  “ Act i on l i s t s” ,  t hen sel ect  “ Wr i t e t ext ” ,  c l i ck “ Sel ect ”  but t on:  
 

 
We’ l l  use a but t on t o l et  t he user  t o f i ni sh t he f i l e wr i t i ng:   
 

 
 

 
 
We ar e basi cal l y  done.  Run t he pr ogr am,  t ype i n somet hi ng i n t he t ext  box,  c l i ck 
“ Wr i t e l i ne”  but t on;  t ype somet hi ng i n t he t ext  box agai n and c l i ck t he but t on 
agai n;  and so on.  Cl i ck “ Fi ni sh”  but t on t o c l ose t he f i l e.  Then you may use 
not epad t o open t he f i l e t o see what  you t yped has been saved i n t he f i l e.  
 

Handl i ng Event s 
 
The Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer  wi l l  f i r e t wo t ypes of  event s.  “ Open”  event  i s  
f i r ed when t he f i r s t  t i me “ Wr i t eLi ne”  met hod i s  cal l ed t o wr i t e t o a f i l e,  t hat  
i s ,  t he f i l e i s  opened.  “ Er r or ”  event  i s  f i r ed when somet hi ng wr ong i n accessi ng 
t he f i l e.  
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We’ l l  demonst r at e t hese t wo event s by s i mpl y show a message box at  t hese t wo 
event s.  
Fi r st ,  l et ’ s  make an act i on t o show a message when f i l e i s  opened.  Ri ght - c l i ck 
on t he page,  choose “ Appl i cat i on” ,  choose “ Make Act i on” ,  choose “ ShowMessage” :  
 
 

 
Gi ve an act i on name:  
 

 
For  t he Message,  t ype i n “ Fi l e opened f or  wr i t i ng”  ( you may t ype i n anyt hi ng you 
want :  
 

 
Now we assi gn t hi s act i on t o t he Open event .  Ri ght - c l i ck t he Text Fi l eWr i t er  
per f or mer ,  choose “ Assi gn act i ons” ,  choose “ Open” :  

 
Sel ect  “ Act i ons” ,  sel ect  t he act i on name,  c l i ck “ Sel ect ”  but t on:  
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I n t he same way,  we make an act i on t o show er r or  message:  

 
For  Message,  we want  t o use t he Er r or Message Pr oper t y f r om t he Text Fi l eWr i t er  
per f or mer .  So we c l i ck “ Sel ect  pr oper t y”  but t on:  

 
Fi nd t he Text Fi l eWr i t er  per f or mer :  
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Choose i t s  Er r or Message Pr oper t y:  
 

 
Now we assi gn t hi s act i on t o t he “ Er r or ”  event .  Ri ght - c l i ck t he Text Fi l eWr i t er  
per f or mer ,  choose “ Assi gn act i ons” ,  choose “ Er r or ” :  
 
 

 
Sel ect  “ Act i ons” ,  sel ect  t he act i on name,  c l i ck “ Sel ect ”  but t on:  
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Read Text  Fi l e 
 
Dr op a Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer  t o a page:  
 

 
Because t he Text Fi l eReader  does not  have a gr aphi c user  i nt er f ace on t he page,  
i t  appear s i n t he “ Ext r a Per f or mer s”  wi ndow f or  t hat  page:  
 

 
Ri ght - c l i ck i t  and open i t s  pr oper t i es wi ndow.  Choose “ Fi l ename”  pr oper t y and 

c l i ck but t on  t o set  t he f i l e t o be wr i t t en.  You may al so s i mpl y t ype i n t he 
f ul l  f i l e pat h and name;  
 

 
We need t o deci de wher e t o put  t he t ext  r ead f r om t he f i l e.  Her e we put  each 
l i ne of  t ext  t o a l i s t  box.  Dr op a l i s t  box per f or mer  t o t he page:  
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We use “ ReadLi ne”  met hod of  t he Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer  t o make an act i on t o 
r ead f i l e.  Ri ght - c l i ck on Text Fi l eReader ,  choose “ Make act i on” ,  choose 
“ ReadLi ne” :  

 
Accept  t he def aul t  act i on name:  

 
The “ Text ”  pr oper t y of  t he Text Fi l eReader  i s  t he t ext  r ead f r om t he f i l e.  We 
append i t  t o t he l i s t  box.  Ri ght - c l i ck on t he l i s t  box,  choose “ Make act i on” ,  
choose “ AppendI t em” :  
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Accept  t he def aul t  act i on name:  

 
I t  asks you what  t o append.  We want  t o use t he Text  pr oper t y of  t he 
Text Fi l eReader .  Cl i ck “ Sel ect  pr oper t y”  but t on:  

 
Fi nd t he page cont ai ni ng t he Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer :  

 
Fi nd t he Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer :  
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Fi nd and sel ect  i t s  Text  pr oper t y and c l i ck OK:  

 
One mor e t hi ng t o consi der  i s  t hat  when ReadLi ne met hod hi t s  t he end of  f i l e,  we 
shoul d not  l et  t hi s  act i on t o be car r i ed out .  We choose “ di sabl e”  and check 
“ Cont r ol  by pr oper t y” ,  and sel ect  t he “ EndOf Fi l e”  pr oper t y of  t he 
Text Fi l eReader :  

 
When t he ReadLi ne met hod hi t s  t he end of  f i l e,  t he EndOf Fi l e pr oper t y becomes 
Tr ue,  and t hus di sabl es t hi s act i on so t hat  t her e i s  not  an i t em appended t o t he 
l i s t  box.  
We use t he above t wo act i ons we j ust  made t o cr eat e a new act i on l i s t :  

 
And assi gn t hi s act i on l i s t  t o a but t on’ s Cl i ck event :  
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As t he Text Fi l eWr i t er ,  Text Fi l eReader  al so has a “ Cl ose”  met hod.  We can use i t  
t o make an act i on and assi gn i t  t o a but t on’ s Cl i ck event :  

 
 
We ar e basi cal l y  done.  Keep c l i ck i ng t he “ Read Li ne”  but t on,  each l i ne of  t he 
t ext  f i l e wi l l  appear  i n t he l i s t  box.  
 

Handl i ng Event s 
 
The Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer  wi l l  f i r e 3 t ypes of  event s.  “ Open”  event  i s  f i r ed 
when t he f i r s t  t i me “ ReadLi ne”  met hod i s  cal l ed t o r ead f r om a f i l e,  t hat  i s ,  
t he f i l e i s  opened.  “ Er r or ”  event  i s  f i r ed when somet hi ng wr ong i n accessi ng t he 
f i l e.  “ EndOf Fi l e”  event  i s  f i r ed when “ ReadLi ne”  met hod hi t s  t he end of  f i l e.  
We’ l l  demonst r at e t hese t wo event s by s i mpl y show a message box at  t hese 3 
event s.  
Fi r st ,  l et ’ s  make an act i on t o show a message when f i l e i s  opened.  Ri ght - c l i ck 
on t he page,  choose “ Appl i cat i on” ,  choose “ Make Act i on” ,  choose “ ShowMessage” :  
 

 
Gi ve an act i on name:  

 
Type i n t he message we want  t o show:  
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Now we assi gn t hi s act i on t o t he Open event .  Ri ght - c l i ck t he Text Fi l eReader  
per f or mer ,  choose “ Assi gn act i ons” ,  choose “ Open” :  

 
Sel ect  “ Act i ons” ,  sel ect  t he act i on name,  c l i ck “ Sel ect ”  but t on:  

 
 
I n t he same way,  we make an act i on t o show er r or  message:  
 

 
For  Message,  we want  t o use t he Er r or Message Pr oper t y f r om t he Text Fi l eReader  
per f or mer .  So we c l i ck “ Sel ect  pr oper t y”  but t on:  
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Fi nd t he Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer ,  choose i t s  Er r or Message Pr oper t y:  

 
 
I n t he same way,  we make an act i on t o show “ End of  f i l e”  message:  
 

 
 

 
We assi gn t hese 3 f i l es t o “ Open” ,  “ EndOf Fi l e”  , and “ Er r or ”  event s r espect i vel y:  
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 Handl i ng AppendCRLF Pr oper t y 
 
Suppose we use a Text Box per f or mer  t o show t ext  r ead f r om t he f i l e:  

 
A Text Box per f or mer  has an “ AppendText ”  met hod.  We use i t  t o append t he Text  
pr oper t y of  t he Text Fi l eReader  per f or mer  t o t he t ext  box.  Ri ght - c l i ck on t he 
Text Box,  choose “ Make act i on” ,  choose “ AppendText ” :  

 
Accept  t he def aul t  act i n met hod:  

 
I t  asks f or  t he t ext  t o be appended.  Cl i ck “ Cancel ”  because we ar e not  usi ng a 
const ant  t ext .  We ar e goi ng t o use a pr oper t y:  
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Cl i ck “ Sel ect  pr oper t y”  but t on:  

 
Sel ect  t he Text  pr oper t y of  t he Text Fi l eReader  and c l i ck OK:  

 
Li ke f or  appendi ng t o t he l i s t  box,  we al so di sabl e t hi s act i on i f  t he end of  
f i l e i s  hi t :  

 
We make an act i on l i s t  t o r ead a l i ne of  t ext  f r om f i l e and append i t  t o t he 
t ext  box:  
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And assi gn t hi s act i on l i s t  t o a but t on’ s Cl i ck event :  

 
Run t he appl i cat i on and c l i ck t he but t on sever al  t i mes,  each t i me a new pi ece of  
t ext  appended t o t he end of  t ext  box.  
You may not i ce t hat  al l  pi eces of  t ext  ar e not  i n separ at e l i nes,  but  i n one 
par agr aph.  
You may set  “ AppendCRLF”  pr oper t y t o Tr ue t o append l i ne t er mi nat or s t o t he t ext  
r ead f r om t he f i l e:  

 
Now r un t he appl i cat i on agai n,  c l i ck t he but t on sever al  t i mes,  you wi l l  see each 
pi ece of  t ext  i s  i n a separ at e l i ne.  
 
=== EOF === 


